
 

 
 
 
 
 
Our Ref: SLT/FSC-1612WSL 
 
Thursday 16th December 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Thank you for your support over the last term.  It’s certainly been a rollercoaster for us here at 
Baysgarth but we will break up for Christmas tomorrow very proud of what we have achieved as 
a school during the most difficult of times.  I’ve just welcomed our Newton students into the Hall 
for their reward and festive treat to celebrate their achievements as being the top performing 
House this term and it feels fantastic to see our students being rewarded for their attitude and 
effort. 
 
I cycle to work most days across the Humber Bridge and that in itself can be a rollercoaster 
experience.  It’s been lovely to see our town lit up beautifully for Christmas and it demonstrates 
our desire to bring some joy into our lives after a difficult 20 months.  And yet, a couple of weeks 
ago, I found myself stopping half way across the bridge at 6.45am to talk to a young lady who 
was desperate to end her life, keeping her company until the police and bridge officials arrived to 
take care of her.  It reminds us of how hard life has become and how many of us are struggling 
with our mental health during these times. 
 
Our children are tremendously resilient and I am very proud of them.  Many have experienced 
tough times this year and they have told me how much they value being in school.  They don’t 
want to miss out on any more education and time with their friends.  They are desperate to be in 
school and know how important this is for their mental health; it’s our duty to do everything to 
enable this to happen.  They have had great support from you for this, particularly in encouraging 
and supporting them to stay safe and well by getting vaccinated. 
 
In the first half term alone, from September to the end of October, we had 237 positive Covid-19 
cases amongst our students; an average of over 60 students off school at any time with Covid-
19.  Thanks to your support for the vaccination programme that took place in school before half 
term, since we returned in November we have only had 30 positive cases in the last seven 
weeks, massively reducing the impact the pandemic has had on our school. 
 
For the first time in 20 months, the school has operated as normal and students have been able 
to fully focus on their learning.  Extra-curricular activities have been able to take place and that 
collective sense of happiness and positivity has returned.  This is a testament to our fantastic 
staff, resilient students and supportive parents.  It couldn’t be more clear to me that vaccination 
works and is our best hope for being able to return to normal without restrictions on our freedoms 
for months or years to come. 
 
We don’t want to return to school closures, remote learning and all the other negative effects that 
the pandemic brought last winter.  Therefore, I echo the message coming from all of our political 
and medical leaders to make sure that our whole community is fully vaccinated.  In this way we 
can protect our children and give them the best chance of uninterrupted learning and positive 
mental health.  Those students who have received their first dose of the vaccine will have a 
second dose of the Pfizer vaccine in school in the Spring Term, with the government saying this 
should happen before February half term.  Parents can choose to take their children to a centre 
out of school if they so wish, the two options will run parallel.  If you would like to book a vaccine 
or booster appointment for yourself or members of your family over the Christmas period, you 
can do so here. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


 

 
All of our students will be tested on their return to school in January and we have put together a 
programme for the first two days of the new term.  Students will attend school as normal and be 
taken out of lessons for their test.  We will not be operating a staggered start to the term and 
expect everyone in school on Tuesday 4th January. 
 
Schools no longer have any responsibility for informing parents or children if they are close 
contacts of anyone who has tested positive - this will be done by NHS ‘Test & Trace’.  For 
anyone who is contacted in this way, the rules are now that they must test daily for seven days, 
using the LFD kits that we supply, but can continue to come into school provided these tests are 
negative.  Students who have previously been classed as extremely clinically vulnerable should 
still be coming into school. The school will be offering students a supply of LFD kits during period 
5 tomorrow.  
 
If students test positive, they should self-isolate and order a PCR test to confirm the result.  If 
the PCR result is positive, they must self-isolate for 10 days.  If the PCR test is negative, they no 
longer need to self-isolate but should continue to carry out the remainder of the daily tests, and 
only need to isolate if it is positive.  If you would like more information on this new guidance, you 
can find it here: 

• Plan B of the COVID-19 Response 

• Coronavirus Resource Centre 

• The Contingency Framework has the latest information on face coverings, contact 
tracing and isolation 

• Guidance for schools during the COVID-19 pandemic 

• Operational guidance for dedicated transport to schools and colleges 

• Guidance for out-of-school settings 
 
I hate having to spend so much time writing about the pandemic when there are so many good 
news stories to tell from the last few weeks.   
 
Year 11 
 
Our Year 11 students have been awesome all term and I know how well they are being 
supported at home.  It was great to see how many parents from Year 10 and Year 11 turned out 
for the session run by Mrs Haynes on supporting their child to prepare for the OCR Sport 
Science exams that are coming up.  Both the Sport and the Health & Social Care exams are 
taking place on Monday 10th January so we wish our students the best of luck for these! 
 
Students in Year 11 have already sat an Engineering exam this term and were at school by 
7.00am on exam day to put in the final preparations for this with our Design Technology 
staff.  We had full attendance for this exam which shows the commitment of our students. 
 
This has extended to Drama assessed practicals, and the two days of intense Art, Graphics and 
Photography practicals earlier this week.  Everywhere I look around school, I see Year 11 
students focused and working hard for their futures. 
 
They had a feeling for what results day will be like in August when we held our PPE (mock) exam 
results day on Monday this week, following 10 days of gruelling exams last month.  Their 
wonderfully mature response to the event, whether they were happy or not with their results, 
convinces me that they will do themselves proud in the summer. 
 
We know they are working hard on revision out of school as well.  We can see the results of their 
online SENECA revision and compare these with other North Lincolnshire schools.  Baysgarth is 
top of the leader board for North Lincolnshire secondary schools, having completed 50% more 
revision hours than any other school, so a massive well done to Year 10 and Year 11 for their 
commitment inside and outside of school. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test?utm_source=13%20December%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-autumn-and-winter-plan-2021?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://coronavirusresources.phe.gov.uk/schools/resources/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-local-restrictions-in-education-and-childcare-settings/contingency-framework-education-and-childcare-settings?utm_campaign=DfE+C19&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/transport-to-school-and-other-places-of-education-autumn-term-2020?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/protective-measures-for-holiday-or-after-school-clubs-and-other-out-of-school-settings-for-children-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


 

 
 
 
We look forward to updating parents at our virtual Parents’ Evening on Monday 10th January; 
parents and carers can find out more about this event here. 
 
Year 10 
 
Whilst the government has reduced the content of the GCSE exams for our Year 11 students to 
reflect the impact of the pandemic, no such concessions have been made to our Year 10 
students, who are expected to complete the full course in every subject.  To help make sure they 
will be fully prepared for summer 2023, we have introduced compulsory after school sessions on 
selected nights for the whole year group in their Option subjects.  Their response to the 
increased challenge that this presents has been just awesome and we’re very proud of their 
maturity and resilience this term. 
 
Sporting Success 

 
 
 
Despite the disappointment of having to again 
postpone the ski trip next year due to Covid-19, the 
PE team have been very active in urging our 
students on to further success.  In cross-country, 
our success at the North Lincolnshire competition 
means that we now have five teams representing 
North Lincolnshire at the Humber Championships 
in February.  Congratulations to Jake Croft who 
came second in the overall competition for Year 10 
and 11 Boys. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://baysgarthschool.co.uk/parents/parent-events


 

The PE team have also run a very successful Inspire Time activity teaching SAS skills.  As I write 
this letter, these students are about to embark on a 10 mile self-supported expedition in the local 
area, developing their leadership skills and values of Resilience and Responsibility. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This links in to our plan to launch the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme through Baysgarth from 
next September.  We have a number of staff volunteers who want to work with our students on 
this fantastic leadership course, but we are also looking for community volunteers who might be 
prepared to help.  Please get in touch with us if you are interested via 
head.baysgarth@baysgarthschool.co.uk.  

 
 
 
 
 
We have also had more individual success for our students in the 
world of sport.  Year 11 student, Leon Tyler Brockett, recently 
broke the under 16 UK record for deadlifting.  His new national 
record now stands at 207.5KG and he tells me there is much 
more to come - well done Leon! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Successful New Initiatives 
 
In September, we launched a series of new initiatives with our students to support their learning 
and we’re really pleased with the impact these have had in school. 
 
Collective Reading has been a great success, with the whole school pausing and taking time to 
read, and enjoy reading, most afternoons every week.  Our students have been raving about the 
books we have chosen to read together and we know that this initiative is firing imagination and 
helping students to develop skills that were difficult to replicate during lockdown.  We’ve received 
national recognition for this scheme from PiXL, the leading school improvement organisation in 
the country, who have praised us in their national literacy bulletin. 
 



 

As well as developing reading, we have been encouraging students to develop their oracy skills 
in their ICE lessons.  Classes are now delivered without exercise books and all tasks are 
completed through discussion and debate.  This has helped to counter some of the lack of 
conversation associated with isolation and lockdown, and as a result our students are more 
confident and happier in this area. 
 
This term we have replaced every computer in the school and added to our number of laptop and 
Chromebook trolleys as we continue to invest in our staff and students.   
 
Our Languages department have been piloting the use of Chromebooks in every lesson for every 
year group.  Students have been really positive about this, commenting on how it has increased 
their confidence and developed their spoken language skills.  I have been amazed to walk 
around these lessons and see the students wearing headsets and having conversations online 
with other members of the class who are sitting at the other side of the classroom - really 
powerful learning! 
 
We’re coming to the end of our first round of Inspire Time activities and these have been popular 
with staff and students.  Building extra-curricular activities into curriculum time ensures all of our 
students have access to the opportunities and helps to develop key employability, leadership and 
problem-solving skills.  Below are just a few pictures from the Escape Room session this week, 
where students played the rooms and puzzles designed by other groups. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other Successful Projects 
 
Another new extracurricular activity that we have introduced is the opportunity to learn Polish 
with Mrs Durda.  Weekly sessions have been taking place with students of all abilities and they 
have been immersing themselves in Polish culture as well as language… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Our Year 9 Horticulture students have been carrying out investigations into our local trees.  They 
measured the majestic redwood tree that sits on the bus circle, working out from their 
measurements that this imposing member of the Sequoia family must be 240 years old, meaning 
it was planted in 1780 at roughly the time of American Independence and French Revolution!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Greenpower electric cars have already achieved huge success for the school and have been 
lucky enough to race around Silverstone pre-pandemic.  Now we have been visited by the 
national Greenpower team who have called our curriculum innovative and unique.  They are so 
excited by the work we are doing here that they have asked that we put in an application to be a 
Greenpower National Centre of Excellence, so watch this space for details on the success of our 
bid. 
 
The school was heavily involved in several writing competitions this term and students were 
inspired by a number of themes, not least of the environment as highlighted by the COP26 
summit in Glasgow.  Here’s just one of the fabulous pieces we received that picked up on this 
theme, that was written by Year 8 student, Lexi Hewitt: 
 

When I look at our tomorrow 
I see a life that is full of sorrow 
With trees and bees all forgotten 
And the planet earth continues to hotten 
Now tropical disease is everywhere 
But do we care ? 
This is not fair 
The ice caps have melted 
And there is a mass habitat loss 
But what can I do I'm not the boss 
The water crisis still goes on 
And our natural resources,  there is none 
poachers hunt endangered species 
The animals that were endangered are now gone 
Will our children grow to know 
The now extinct armadillo 
We all live in fear  
While pollution fills our atmosphere  
Our tomorrow is untold 
We will have to wait and see it unfold 

  



 

Support for our Community - Mental Health and Wellbeing 
As the festive season approaches, we would like to highlight the ongoing 
support services that will be available over the holidays.  Kooth, an online 
mental wellbeing community, will continue to provide free, safe and anonymous 
support to children and young people aged from 11 to 25 years throughout the 
Christmas break.  The 24/7 provision will be available after the school closes 
and can be accessed from any device connected to the internet.  Please visit 
the Kooth website for more information.   
 

Shout 85258 are also offering round the clock free, for all ages, text support for anyone 
struggling to cope and who may be experiencing depression, anxiety, abuse, panic attacks, 
suicidal thoughts, self-harm, relationship problems and bullying.  Find out more here.  
 
And Finally … 
 
We hope you are entertained by our staff Christmas video, where we sing a couple of Christmas 
classics for our students and our community.  It has been produced by our Arts team who do a 
wonderful job inspiring our students and supporting our community, as shown by their powerful 
and moving Remembrance Day video earlier in the term. 
 
We would never have thought a year ago that we would still be living under Covid-19 restrictions, 
so I am not going to make predictions for next year.  I will just reaffirm our commitment to 
keeping Baysgarth open for all of our students and the best way we can all support this to 
happen is by being vaccinated. 
 
A final reminder that tomorrow is Christmas Jumper Day and we welcome students to don their 
most festive tops in aid of the Save the Children charity.  
 
We would like to wish all our families a wonderful Christmas and a very Happy New Year!  Take 
care and best wishes.  
 
Yours faithfully  
 
 
 
Richard Briggs 
Head Teacher  
  

https://www.kooth.com/
https://giveusashout.org/about-us/about-shout/
https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/

