
 

 
 
 
 
 
Our Ref: SLT/FSC-1907WSL 
 
Tuesday 19th July 2022 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Today marks the end of another busy and successful year for Baysgarth.  Once we made it 
through a very disrupted first half term when Covid-19 ripped through the school, we have 
managed to have a settled year with far fewer disruptions than the previous two.  This has 
allowed us to move away from short term planning and crisis management, and once again focus 
on building a brilliant school that provides the best care and education for all our students. 
 
Year 11 Prom 
 
I last wrote to you a couple of weeks ago around the time of our Year 11 Prom which I am 
pleased to announce was another fantastic success.  As always, we had some creative and 
unique entrances and none of us will forget Max Snell playing the drums on the back of a trailer 
as he pulled up to Cave Castle.  It was a wonderful send-off for this year group and we can’t wait 
to see them again on results day!  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GCSE Results Day 
 
On Thursday 25th August, GCSE results will be available to collect from 9.00am.  If the weather 
is nice, we will be using the outside space in front of the school for you to collect your results.  
There will be your four House representatives waiting for you, so please line up in front of your 
House table.  If the weather is poor, then please enter the school via the Main Entrance and 
make your way to The Main Hall.  If you have any questions, please get in touch with Mr North. 
 
Student Opportunities and Successes 
 
I was privileged enough to join our students on their recent trip to the Festival of Maths at 
Sheffield Hallam University.  This fun-filled day taught them how to win at Monopoly and why the 
best mathematicians earn 30 times more every year than the highest paid professional 
footballers!  There were lots of activities to try out including trying to beat the computer at 
noughts and crosses and building a Leonardo dome.  Thanks to Miss Wyatt for organising this 
special day for our students. 



 

 
The Maths team have also been trialling a new homework platform called Sparx! this term and 
three students have demonstrated huge commitment out of school to their Maths work by putting 
in the hours to improve their Maths skills and knowledge.  They’ve all amassed over 10,000 
points on the platform and we’re very proud of their efforts.  Hopefully, they’ll soon be earning 
£40m a year like the top mathematicians we learnt about on the trip, so well done to Victor Lee, 
Emily Douthwaite and Lexi Hewitt! 
 
I have also been lucky enough to join the Year 9 Engineering students for their Greenpower race 
day at the Blyton circuit last week.  We took four cars to race and the teams equipped 
themselves brilliantly.  We won our class and achieved the fastest lap time for cars in our class 
as well.  These fantastic successes mean we are now entered for the International Final at 
Goodwood and the staff and students can’t wait to see how we compete against the best in the 
country.  We have had some wonderful feedback from parents about the skills their children have 
picked up from preparing and racing these cars and you can read their comments here and 
watch the highlights here.  We’re grateful to Prax for their continued support and we’re ambitious 
for our future as a Greenpower Centre of Excellence.  We’d love to be able to build our own track 
on the school field, so if your company wants to be part of this fantastic venture and support us to 
achieve our dream then please get in touch with Ben Wilson. 
 
 
 

 
 
The English team have just announced the results of the Creative Writing competition that has 
been running at school for the last few weeks.  The theme was ‘off the beaten track’ in 
preparation for the summer holidays and the standard of entries was superb, with many short 
stories, poems and diaries received on this theme of exploration and travel.  The competition was 
judged by myself, my Deputy, Miss Driscoll and our Chair of Governors, Cynthia Edwards.  The 
first-place entry will receive an Amazon Fire tablet, the second-place entry will receive a £20 
Amazon gift card, the third-place entry will receive a £10 Amazon gift card, and the rest of the top 
ten will be given a £5 Love2Shop voucher.  I’m pleased to announce that the winner was Kiera 
Dobbing, the runners-up were Evie White and Poppy McLaughlin. 

https://baysgarthschool.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/files/Blyton-Circuit-Report.pdf?mtime=20220718202643
https://youtu.be/GI-JhdFyMR4
https://www.prax.com/
https://baysgarthschool.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/files/Kiera-Dobbing.pdf?mtime=20220718210956
https://baysgarthschool.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/files/Kiera-Dobbing.pdf?mtime=20220718210956
https://baysgarthschool.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/files/Evie-White.pdf?mtime=20220718211003
https://baysgarthschool.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/files/Poppy-McLaughlin.pdf?mtime=20220718211011


 

 
The last few weeks of term are manic and exciting and it’s been a privilege for me to see the 
wide range of activities and opportunities that our staff put on for our students.  The Year 7 
reward trip to Raywell Park has been a great success, with students participating in lots of 
exciting and adventurous activities, from low ropes to double decker bus caving!  Our catering 
students provided all the food for the students and did a wonderful job. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mr Roberts took 10 of our Year 11 students down to 
London to look at life working for a large business in 
Canary Wharf.  We were hosted by accountancy firm, 
KPMG, and one of their Partners accompanied us on the 
day.  Students got a fantastic insight into what life is like 
down there, and also how to make yourself more 
employable and that senior positions in these businesses 
are not just reserved for private school graduates.  
 

The Science team organised a trip to the Yorkshire Wildlife Park and you can see from these 
pictures that they had a fantastic time.  The group took part in an Animal Adaptations session 
looking at some fascinating little creatures and they also saw some amazing big creatures like 
the polar bears, rhinos and giraffes!  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

We have taken our Year 10 students to both North Lindsey College and John Leggott College 
over the past few weeks.  Students got to experience taster sessions at both of the colleges and 
give themselves an opportunity to meet staff and to see the facilities that both colleges have to 
offer.  The students were a credit to the school on both occasions and were praised by college 
staff for their maturity and excellent behaviour.  
 

Last week marked the final Inspire Time session of the year and 
we had more exciting events for our students from the SAS trek 
to the final Escape Room session, where teams played each 
other’s games and puzzles.  Our Polish Club has run throughout 
the year during Inspire time and we had several students sitting 
their GCSE Polish exams this summer.  Mrs Durda and her 
group want to wish happy holidays to everyone - Życzymy 
wszystkim udanych wakacji.  Our Scunthorpe United Reading 
Stars had a fantastic end to the year - they became sports 
reporters for the day at Glanford Park, using green screen 
technology to write and star in their own football reports.  They 
then worked with ex-professional footballer and manager, Brian 
Laws, on a project to create a fantasy football team with the 
group’s favourite book characters.  Thanks to Mr Stevenson for 
supporting them through this exciting year.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
School Production 
 
The highlight of the last week has been our amazing school 
production of Matilda.  I’ve been lucky enough to see the show in 
the West End and I thought the quality of our acting and the 
production values of the show were right up there with that 
performance.  The cast were outstanding and the whole production 
was slick, energetic and very funny.  Many of our staff were 
involved in pulling the show together and have given up evenings 
and weekends on set design, lighting, music, choreography and 
everything else that made it a success.  Congratulations to Miss 
Hamilton for a brilliant first production and we look forward to many 
more in the coming years. 
 
Outlook Expedition 
 
Our students made the most of Barton Bike Night to raise money for the Outlook Expedition to 
Thailand.  They ran a stall at bike night, selling home-made jewellery and key rings with bike-
related themes, as well as a tombola stall.  They also washed cars and sold refreshments at 
school throughout the day and evening.  Their efforts paid off with a massive £513 raised 
towards the cost of their once-in-a-lifetime trip next year.  They also raised money by selling 
refreshments at Matilda and we’re very grateful to the Naughty n Nice catering company who 
donated all their profits from catering for our production wrap party to the Thailand expedition - 
thank you! 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Collective Reading 
 
This week marks the end of our first year of Collective Reading with our students and this has 
been a huge success.  This year our school has read well over 40,000 pages of fiction novels, 
therefore more than ever our students are being offered a diet of modern, diverse reads which 
help to shape our students' views and beliefs and allow them to reflect on the society we live in - 
as well as building their ability to talk about complex issues.  The novels are also working to hone 
their interests in reading, whilst offering them book choices which they may never have chosen 
before.  We're building a school of resilient readers too!  Here are some of the comments made 
by students in their student voice: 
 
"I have always loved reading and I always will.  Reading is my way to escape even if it's only for 
a short while.  I love the rush of emotions that come with the book almost like it's got part of the 
author's soul within it; the thrill of not being able to put it down, telling yourself "only one more 
page" when you know it will turn into reading until the book is finished.  I like it when I lose touch 
with reality and feel the characters' pain and joy and when I have to reread part of the book 
because I think to myself "I better not have read what I just thought I did".  I feel almost like I'm 
protected by this invisible shield; I feel safe - even if said book left me in tears!" 
 
"I have a great passion for reading and enjoy Collective Reading and the variation of the books 
compared to what I usually read." 
 
"Collective Reading has given us some fantastic books which show topics we tend not to discuss 
at school, and I think reading about them gives us a good insight." 
 
"During Collective Reading sessions, I feel intrigued to read on and discover the next twists in 
the tale." 
 
"I really enjoy Collective Reading because you are reading the same book as somebody else so 
at the end of the book you can discuss what happened with the people around you." 
 
Mr Ladbury's Collective Reading group have been reading a heart-warming book called Edgar 
and Adolf.  The novel tracks the friendship of two amateur football players, one of whom played 
for the English amateur team Dulwich Hamlet, the other for a German non-league side called 
Altona 93.  Sadly, the outbreak of war had tragic consequences on both players, yet the 
friendship and respect they had for each other remained unbreakable.   



 

Based on true characters and football clubs, Mr 
Ladbury challenged students to design their own 
Dulwich Hamlet FC kit.  The kits had to be true 
to Dulwich Hamlet's famous pink and blue 
colours.  All the boys involved created some 
terrific designs, but it was agreed that Corey 
Vessey's was the best.  Here’s Corey's winning 
entry and Mr Ladbury presenting a replica 
Dulwich Hamlet shirt to Corey after he learnt he 
had won the competition.  
 

Mr Ladbury said, "It has been fabulous reading this novel with the boys in my Collective Reading 
group.  I have read a number of terrific novels this term, but it is fair to say Edgar and Adolf was a 
text we were all very fond of.  All the students received a badge celebrating the close relationship 
between Dulwich Hamlet and Altona 93 and it was great to end reading the novel by presenting 
Corey with his replica Dulwich Hamlet shirt after his kit design won the competition.  The whole 
class would definitely recommend this book to other teenagers, particularly if they love football”. 
 
Baysgarth Book Bus 
 
One of the saddest things that I’ve had to do at Baysgarth is give up our library to make space for 
extra dining, due to the rapid growth of the school population.  With our success in Collective 
Reading and our push on literacy and reading for pleasure, there’s nothing we would like more 
than a library for our students to enjoy.  We don’t have any space in our buildings for this so one 
of our plans for next year is to set up our own Baysgarth Book Bus.  This will be an adapted 
double decker to house books for our students and also to be a resource for the whole 
community.  It’s an exciting project and we’d love to get the community involved.  Our first step is 
to acquire a bus!  If you have any contacts or links with companies that could help us out by 
donating a bus for this brilliant project please contact Gill Sach, Reading and Literacy Lead. 
 
Transition 
 
Our Transition Day and Evening for our new Year 7 students was a big success on Monday 4th 
July.  It’s always fantastic to meet our new cohort for the first time and with 215 of them it was a 
real squeeze in the Hall for their first assembly.  Most importantly, the students arrived nervous 
and left happy and confident, which is our aim.  Thank you for the lovely parental feedback we 
have received.  One set of parents wrote, ‘I would just like to send our very many thanks to you 
all.  We have been absolutely delighted with everything Baysgarth has put on for the new year 
7's over the past few weeks.  As parents we were worried about our daughter as she is joining 
you not knowing anyone, but she has absolutely loved her experiences and the worrying was all 
for nothing!  She has been excited for each Youth Club and is really looking forward to the 
Summer School activities and joining in September, we couldn't ask for anything more!  The 
communication has been outstanding and we appreciate all the hard work that you all must have 
put in.’ 
 
The programme for our Summer School is now out and we’ve filled all of our available places 
and have a waiting list of new Year 7s who are desperate to attend.  Those students lucky 
enough to have a place will be undertaking many exciting activities including a visit to Raywell, 
attending the Yorkshire Sculpture Park, Llama trekking and the week will culminate with a family 
picnic event where we’ll be learning circus skills and expect 400 people on site.  You can read 
the letter outlining all the arrangements for the week here.  
 
We’ve had nearly 40% of the new Year 7 cohort sign up for our Chromebook leasing scheme.  
By subsidising these Chromebooks for our disadvantaged families, we’ve made sure that 
students with limited resources to work at home will still be able to complete all homework set 
and complete their own independent research and learning, ensuring there are no limits to where 
hard work, self-belief and aspiration will take you. 

https://baysgarthschool.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/files/Summer-School-Update-Letter-12.07.2022.pdf?mtime=20220713162519


 

 
Support over the Summer 
 
We know that the long summer holidays are often a difficult time for parents, struggling with 
childcare in this difficult financial climate.  We also know they can be tough for our students and 
their mental health as they can be isolated from friends.  Here are some ideas that might be of 
some use and support. 
 
The Local Authorities Fuelled programme is running again this summer.  Eligible families should 
have been sent a letter about this and we urge you to make sure you have followed the 
instructions included in the letter to register for the free events. There are over 42 providers 
across North Lincolnshire supplying meals and activities during the Summer holidays.  This 
includes sports camps, family workshops, Leadership courses and daily activities.   If you would 
like any further information about the Fuelled Holiday Activities programme please contact 
Fuelled@northlincs.gov.uk.   
 
Lifestyle 22 is also open for summer projects.  Lifestyle has been running for 32 years in our 
communities and encourages students to participate in community projects over the summer 
break.  Previous Baysgarth teams have won some of the big prizes including trips to London and 
PGL holidays.  You can read more about this fabulous programme and how to get involved here. 
 
You can find more information about activities and support in the local area by visiting the 
Families Direct website.  
  
We would like to share details of support available and where it can be accessed.  Young Minds 
provides support and resources for both young people and their families linked to mental health.  
They offer a helpline targeted at empowering parents or carers with the tools to support positive 
change with their child’s mental health.  Shout (85258) also offer round the clock free, text 
support for people of all ages who are struggling to cope and who may be experiencing 
depression, anxiety, abuse, panic attacks, suicidal thoughts, self-harm, relationship problems 
and bullying.  Alternatively, support can be accessed through Childline and Samaritans.  

 
Preparing for September 
 

As we look forward to September, we know that we 
are continuing to invest in our school and this 
community.  The school is continuing to grow - we’ll 
have over 960 students in September and 1,000 by 
September 2023.  We are committed to giving our 
students the best learning experience in the area and 
to this end we are upgrading our broadband over the 
summer to ensure no learning time is lost waiting for 
internet pages to load.  We are also replacing our 
classroom projectors with interactive TV screens in 

every classroom to enhance our learning experience for students.  We are investing thousands 
of pounds into enhanced kit for our Photography students and of course by September we will be 
occupying our new teaching block.  This block was handed over to 
the school last week and it is another wonderful learning space, with 
large classrooms and wide corridors.  Our Art team have already 
moved across the majority of their equipment and resources and are 
looking forward to teaching in these spaces in the Autumn term. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Fuelled@northlincs.gov.uk
https://www.humberside.police.uk/lifestyle-project
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKNOLC/bulletins/320a1c1
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://giveusashout.org/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.samaritans.org/


 

You can read the plans for the re-opening of school in September here.  Like last year, we will be 
operating a staggered start to support our Year 7 students with transitioning to secondary school, 
so please check carefully when your child is expected to be in school during the first week.  
When not in school, work will be set remotely for our students, so please make sure you, as a 
parent, are signed up for the Google Classroom alerts and that you have downloaded the 
EduLink One app so that you know exactly what is expected of your child. 
 
95% of our parents are signed up to EduLink One and 97% of our new Year 7 parents are signed 
up already, which shows wonderful commitment and support for your children.  New student 
timetables will be available on EduLink One by the end of the week, so make sure you have the 
app installed and have notifications enabled so that you know who your child’s teachers are 
going to be.  For parents not yet signed up to EduLink One, they can contact reception.  There 
are instructions for parents on how to use EduLink One here.  Students need to use the logins 
they use for computers at school - most of them are logged on already. 
 
On Friday we launched our new Houses with our students and this week has seen a series of 
activities designed to mould our students together into these new Houses, building trust with 
each other and strengthening relationships with their new Tutors.  In September we’ll be 
announcing our new Student Leadership Team and talking more about those student leadership 
opportunities that will be available. 
 
Mixed Emotions 
 
This time of year is one of mixed emotions.  We are incredibly excited about the start of the new 
year in September, with new Houses, a new building and ten new teachers joining our team.  We 
can’t wait to welcome our new Year 7 cohort and see them in their Baysgarth uniforms; we can’t 
wait to issue our new House ties to every student and we can’t wait to see how well our amazing 
current Year 10 students will do as they begin their final year at Baysgarth. 
 
But it is also a time to say farewell.  Firstly, goodbye to our old Houses – we are happy to 
announce that Newton has won the House Cup for the final time in our four House system – 
congratulations!  We also say goodbye to those staff who will be leaving us at the end of term.  
I’d like to thank our support staff who are leaving us - Emily Hill (SENSO), Nina Still (DT 
Technician) and Sarah Clayton (Learning Support Assistant).  I’d also like to thank the teaching 
staff who are leaving us - Angela Naish (RE & Citizenship), Connaire Brattan (PE), Ian Robinson 
(English) and Tom Ladbury.  Tom has been Head of English at Baysgarth for the last eight years 
and has created, nurtured and developed one of the finest teaching teams in the area.  He has 
fully deserved his promotion to senior leadership and we wish him well in the future.  Good luck 
to you all! 
 
And Finally … 
 

When I meet people for the first time and I tell them I’m a 
secondary school teacher, the most common reaction is ‘I don’t 
know how you spend your days with teenagers!’  My response is 
that I love them to bits - they are kind, creative, funny and deeply 

caring and that I have the best job in the 
world.  I’ll leave you wish just one 
example of this.  We had reports last 
week that one of our students, Sonny 
Arthur, had seen that a Tesco trolley 
had been abandoned in the middle of 
the road, causing an obstruction and 
risking accidents.   
 
 
 

https://baysgarthschool.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/files/September-Return-Arrangements.pdf?mtime=20220718112508
https://baysgarthschool.co.uk/parents/edulink-one
https://docs.google.com/document/d/154ZQSlhSzubDI1PTGCWcMUI9vq-y5hACAQ345739r2Y/edit


 

Instead of walking on by and ignoring this, he decided to step in, take the trolley off the road and 
then return it to Tesco.  Despite having his school bag with him and being on his bike, he 
manfully struggled with the trolley and finally returned it to the supermarket safely.  The local 
PCSOs came into school (PCSO Sarah Hoyle and PC Chris Howson, as well as PCSO Tracy 
Dyas who isn't pictured) to thank him for his act of selflessness.  Our future is in safe hands. 
 
Take care and have a lovely summer everyone! 
 
Yours faithfully  
 
 
 
 
Richard Briggs 
Head Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


