
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Ref: SLT/FSC-1011WSL 
 
Wednesday 10th November 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
It’s nice to write a letter home that’s not dominated by all things Covid!  More than a quarter of 
our students had a positive Covid-19 test last half term and the pandemic caused significant 
disruption to learning for everyone, as several staff were absent from school as well as 
students.  But we feel that we have turned a corner, especially now that the majority of our 
students have been vaccinated.  We start this week with no new Covid-19 cases amongst staff or 
students and this matches what we know is happening nationally (a 13% drop in cases over the 
last week) and locally (a 47% drop in cases amongst schoolchildren since September).  We will 
continue to enforce our infection control measures in school and we need our families to continue 
to test twice a week (report all positive results here), but provided we are all vigilant there is hope 
we can have a half term that feels more normal. 
 
One sign that things are getting back on track is the progress that is now being made on our new 
building.  The steelwork frame is finally up and this has raised excitement levels as we can see 
the size and shape of our new six-classroom teaching block… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSciJFrfFEQ1lIb8OJrMh_s3F-NfZFEaXtBWHCnTeSAvj6dUQQ/viewform?gxids=7628


 

This week is our Remembrance Week in school and our Arts team have put together a special 
remembrance video, starring our wonderful students.  This will be shown in local care homes to 
the residents and will be made available to all our stakeholders in time for Thursday’s 
commemorations.  In school, we will be asking for donations for poppies as usual and we will 
have a period of silence at 11.11am.  We always produce a visual image depicting remembrance 
and following on from the painted stones from last year, we have created a mural of poppies in 
our green atrium.  Students have made these from clay and then fired and painted them, with the 
idea being the display will grow year on year as a tribute to all those impacted negatively by 
conflict. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COP26 has been at the heart of the world’s news stories over the past week and our students 
have been learning about the impact of global warming on their futures during Science 
lessons.  Many have been moved to write letters to the Prime Minister urging him to take action 
before it is too late for future generations.  Their letters are passionate and informed and 
demonstrate the incredible maturity and awareness of the world in which they live that our 
students exhibit every day.  You can read their letters here. 
 
Next week we begin our exam intervention sessions for Year 10 and Year 11 students.  Year 11 
will have a ‘5 o’clock room’ available to them after school, which will be staffed and will allow 
them to work independently on revision in school, so they can focus on their studies.  Year 10 
students will have compulsory additional lessons after school in their Option subjects, to make 
sure they are brilliantly prepared for their exams.  A late bus runs every night to make sure there 
are no excuses for our students not staying behind.  The dates Period 6 sessions will be running 
this half term are: 
 

November 16th, 17th, 24th and 25th  

December 2nd, 8th, 9th, 14th and 15th 

 
Mrs Durda, Learning Support Assistant, has launched an extra class for students who want to 
learn Polish and take it to exam level.  The class met for the first time last week and they really 
enjoyed the session and we wish them all good luck - powodzenia!  The lessons are held in The 
Hub on the second floor every Friday, so if anyone else wants to join, please contact Mrs Durda 
directly - andzelika.durda@baysgarthschool.co.uk. 
 
 
 
 

https://baysgarthschool.co.uk/news/letters-to-the-pm
mailto:andzelika.durda@baysgarthschool.co.uk


 

We continue to make great strides forward with technology and communication.  We held our 
first virtual Parents’ Evening for our Year 10 students last Monday, which went very well, and we 
would like to thank parents for their feedback on this event, with the majority of responses rating 
the evening excellent.  Most of you have now downloaded the new EduLink One app and we’ve 
had positive feedback from parents such as this: ‘Just a quick message to say that I have just 
downloaded the app and I am very impressed with all it can do.  It is so much easier having all 
the information about both my children in one place.’  If you haven’t yet done so, please 
download the app which is available via Apple Store and Google Play.  A reminder that this is 
now the primary communication platform used by the school, including issuing reports.  
 
We hosted our last Year 6 parental tour this week following on from our enforced cancellation of 
Open Evening.  Thanks to all parents who signed up for the tours and for their positive feedback 
about them, such as ‘I wanted to thank you for arranging the booking for my tour with Baysgarth 
last night.  I'm very impressed with the school and we have made our son’s application with 
Baysgarth as our choice of school for him for next year.’ 
 
This week we are launching our Twist on a Tale creative writing competition.  You may 
remember that last year one of our students, Hollie Birch, won the regional competition and did 
really well in the national competition, so we’re determined to keep up our excellent track record 
with some inspiring pieces of work this year.  The theme is ‘Our Tomorrow’ and students have up 
to 1000 words to write a short story, letter, rap, poem or song on this theme and hand it in to 
Miss Sach by 5pm on Friday 25th November. 
 
This builds on the summer creative writing competition which challenged students to write an 
original piece inspired by the phrase ‘This was their moment and it was magnificent.'  With over 
100 entries, selecting the winners was an epic feat, but after much deliberation, the top three 
were: 

1st place: Eliza King-Davies with her poem Please Invite Me In 
2nd place: Ellie Page with her short story She’s a Total Wildcard 
3rd place: Max Snell with his descriptive piece titled We Still Believe 

You can read the winning entries here. 

Earlier this week, we held a Sports Festival at the school and welcomed around 200 of our local 
primary school Key Stage 1 students to work with our very own Sports Leaders.  It proved to be a 
great day for everyone involved and we would like to say a big thank you to Mr Cook for 
organising the day; another sign that we’re returning to normality. 
 
Next week is anti-bullying week and Friday 19th November is our annual Odd Socks Day, where 
we encourage staff and students to come to school in odd and wacky socks to show their support 
for the strong anti-bullying stance.  We have created a dedicated Anti-Bullying page for students 
on our website, which also contains a link to report any concerns to our pastoral team.  
 
It’s also that time of year when we hold our cross-country competitions for every year 
group.  Students have been training hard and we can’t wait to see both who will be representing 
the school in the regional cross-country competitions and who can just keep going all the way 
around the course which in itself is a good achievement.  The dates of the competitions are 
below so please make sure your child is ready and equipped for these events: 

Year 7: Thursday 25th November (Period 3) 
Year 8: Thursday 25h November (Period 1) 
Year 9: Thursday 25th November (Period 5) 
Year 10: Monday 22nd November (Period 3) 
Year 11: Friday 12th November (Period 5) 

 
A big well done to our Year 11 students for sitting their Finance exams in the week before half 
term.  Despite the challenges of the past 18 months they have focused really well and achieved 
some outstanding outcomes in this subject - we’re really proud of you and know this is a good 
sign for next summer. 

https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/edulink-one/id1188809029
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.overnetdata.edulinkone&hl=en_GB&gl=US
https://baysgarthschool.co.uk/parents/reading-literacy
https://baysgarthschool.co.uk/resources/anti-bullying


 

Our Headway students have started a new venture in recent weeks by attending boxing lessons 
at City of Hull Boxing Club.  The aim is not only to encourage physical exercise but also to give 
them the discipline and resilience required to be successful in this sport and in life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
It has been a pleasure to welcome back our former-Head Girl, Megan Beevers, into school over 
the last week.  Megan is currently attending Wyke College and was selected along with three 
other students to participate in a Holocaust Educational Trust programme.  Megan has 
completed extensive research into the Holocaust, attended a Q&A session with a Holocaust 
survivor and completed a VR tour of Auschwitz.  To qualify as an ambassador for the Holocaust 
Educational Trust she had to educate others about their work and so she returned to Baysgarth 
to deliver some lessons to our students in Years 9 and 10.  Thank you Megan! 
 
I’m very proud to let you know about the next of our incredible Outlook Expeditions.  After life-
changing trips to Morocco, Zambia and China over recent years, our next destination will be 
Thailand in 2023.  This adventure is open to students currently in Year 8, 9 and 10.  Expeditions 
take young people out of their comfort zone and expand horizons, whilst boosting independence, 
confidence, teamwork and many other qualities that have a lasting impact on the lives (and CVs) 
of each participant.  Outlook Expeditions, along with Miss East, Mrs Atkin and Miss Bentley (trip 
leaders), will be holding a virtual Information Evening on Thursday 11th November 2021 at 
7.00pm.  The Information Evening is a chance for parents and students to find out more about 
the expedition and ask any questions to help decide if joining the expedition is right for your child. 
There is no obligation associated with attending the Information Evening if you go on to decide 
this opportunity is not something your child wishes to take part in.  You can register for the 
Information Evening here and find out more about the expedition here.  
 
Finally, it is with great sadness that I have to announce that our lovely colleague, Lindsay 
Branson, lost her long battle with cancer and passed away over half term.  Lindsay worked at 
Baysgarth for six years as a member of our cleaning team and will be fondly remembered for her 
positivity and fantastic sense of humour.  Our thoughts and prayers are with her family. 
 
Thank you to all our families for your support during the first fortnight of this half term.  
 
Yours faithfully  
 
 
 
Mr R Briggs 
Head Teacher  
  

https://outlookexpeditions.com/schools/baysgarth-school-2023
https://baysgarthschool.co.uk/news/thailand-expedition-2023

