
 

 
 
 
 
 
Our Ref: SLT/FSC-1709WSL 
 
Friday 17th September 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
What a fantastic start to the year!  The school has been really settled in these first three weeks of 
term.  Our students were brilliant during the period of lateral flow testing and the new Year 7 
students took them in their stride.  A huge thank you to our staff who have had to run the testing 
and keep the school going during this busy start to the term. 
 
Start of Term 
 
Now that the testing in school has finished, we are operating as usual, with all year groups 
following a normal timetable and having normal breaks and lunches.  We are still ensuring that 
infection control measures are in place and will not become complacent.  At the moment, North 
Lincolnshire is above the national rate for Covid-19 cases and we have one member of staff on a 
Covid-19 ward, several staff absent from school having tested positive and more than 20 
students not in school due to a positive Covid-19 test.  Therefore, it is important that our families 
continue to test twice weekly for the remainder of this month and we await further guidance from 
the government on whether this will be expected to continue into October. 
 
Remember the basics on attendance.  If you have Covid-19 symptoms, take a lateral flow test.  If 
it is positive, make a PCR test appointment.  If that is positive, self-isolate for 10 days.  In all 
other circumstances (friends or family testing positive), there is no need for students to self-
isolate and they should be in school.  We no longer send students home who are close contacts 
to anyone who has tested positive and this has had a huge positive impact on attendance.  We 
are really clear that we need students in school all the time and we expect 100% attendance - 
this is the secret to excellent life chances for our young people.  
 
You will have read in the news this week that Covid-19 vaccinations are to be offered to 12-15 
year olds from next week and these are to be delivered by School Nurse teams in schools.  We 
haven’t had any further details on this yet but bear in mind the school will not be involved in this 
project other than hosting the School Nurses.  We expect that you will be contacted directly by 
the NHS to obtain consent for vaccinations and that those students for whom consent is given 
will receive their vaccination at some point in the autumn term.  Once we know more, we will let 
you know. 
 
We are very proud of how our new Year 7 students have settled into school.  With our transition 
activities and Summer School able to run this year, it is noticeable how confident they are in 
school and how they have taken on our high aspirations and expectations right from the start of 
their time with us.  We are again running our fantastic team building trip for the year 7 cohort, 
which will support them in further becoming a member of the Baysgarth community.  This will 
take place on Friday 1st October and will be held off site at Elsham Activity Centre.  This day is 
a great opportunity for children to make new friends, socialise with people who have not come 
from the same primary school and start to integrate into their House, and also have loads of fun.  
It is also a key time to share expectations and character traits we expect from all students at 
Baysgarth.  
 
 
 



 

Expert Learner 
 
This week we launched our Expert Learner programme with Year 7 and 8 students and there will 
be a video for parents circulated next week.  The programme allows the expectations of a 
Baysgarth learner to be understood by all students and parents, allowing us to celebrate the 
achievements of all those students who get it right every day and focusing support where 
students are not meeting expectations.  It is important for our new Year 7 parents to understand 
the high expectations we have of our students.  We expect students to graduate each year from 
Year 7 and Year 8 and we reserve the right to make them repeat the year if they fail to meet our 
expectations outlined in the framework.  This is rare and there is only one current Year 8 student 
who is having to repeat Year 7, but it can and does happen and the Expert Learner framework 
helps us to identify issues early and work with parents to resolve them before these steps need 
to be taken. 
 
Student Success 
 
Although it is early in the term, we are already sharing good news stories about the success of 
our students.  Chantelle Hrynyk, one of our Year 11 students, after success in national events, 
has been selected to represent England in an international horse and carriage competition in 
France.  Unfortunately, Chantelle isn’t able to attend due to fears of having to quarantine and 
miss school during such a critical year but to be chosen to represent your country is a great 
honour and we hope she will have many more opportunities such as this in the future. 
 
Our students have been successful in winning prizes in a national RE competition organised by 
the Schools Bible Project.  Congratulations to Ben Andrew who was one of the competition 
winners - he won prizes for himself and £50 for the school.  Runners up who also won book 
prizes were Naomi Pottinger, Poppy McLaughlin, Oscar Moore, so well done to them as well! 
 
The Student Leadership Team and Student Council have also been setting out their vision for 
promoting equality and diversity in school this year.  The first steps have already been taken with 
the creation of gender neutral toilets in every one of our toilet blocks so that every student feels 
comfortable here.  We look forward to seeing their influence spread across the school as the 
year progresses. 
 
Extracurricular 
 
As well as delivering high quality learning every day to our students, one of the things I am most 
proud of at Baysgarth is our commitment to extracurricular activities.  We have a full programme 
of sporting clubs and other clubs that are advertised on our social media and on the weekly Tutor 
PowerPoint – click here for more.  Late buses run every night to allow students living outside of 
Barton to stay after school and still get home safely.  Students will learn in the next week what 
their Inspire activity will be for this term on their Wednesday Week B and I know staff are really 
excited about delivering these sessions.  Trips and visits are happening again and as well as the 
Year 7 Elsham visit mentioned above, I know that staff and students are looking forward to 
visiting Silverstone with passes to the paddock, Santa Pod raceway and trying their skills on the 
biggest karting track in the country next weekend - we’ll see if anyone is quicker than Mr Scruton! 
 
Open Evening 
 
Our Open Evening for families of current Year 5 and 6 students takes place on Monday 11th 
October.  This will be the first time we have been able to open the school to visitors for nearly 
two years, so we are all really excited at the thought of welcoming our community back into our 
buildings.  Thanks to our new building, we will now be able to offer 210 places to prospective 
students rather than 180, which should help reduce our waiting lists.  However, we do know from 
the Local Authority that we will still have more first choice applications than we have places 
available, so we encourage all of our families to make sure they meet the deadline for returning 
their applications.  Open Evening will run from 4pm to 7pm and will be preceded by a whole 

https://baysgarthschool.co.uk/the-school/curriculum-options/enrichment-programme


 

series of online activities and events.  It’s important not to miss out on all the information and 
activities and so parents are urged to sign up here to register for the online events and book a 
place on the evening.  We can’t wait for you to join us! 
 
Academic Mentors 
 
The government has provided some support for schools to help our most disadvantaged 
students who have suffered during the pandemic.  One of the ways they are supporting is by 
promising to pay 95% of the wages for any 1:1 Tutors who we employ as Academic 
Mentors.  Two of our mentors moved out of the area in the summer so we are actively looking for 
more tutors who can work flexibly to support our students.  You need to have either a teaching 
qualification or a minimum of a 2:2 degree and be able to deliver academic support for students 
in one of the following subjects: English, Science, German, History or Geography.  If you have 
the capacity and the desire to support our students, please get in touch. 
 
What’s New? 
 
The pandemic has taught us both the importance of IT in our lives as a mechanism to access 
remote learning, and that being able to talk and communicate are critical to our mental health in 
difficult times.  We’ve built on these conclusions with some of our key initiatives for Baysgarth 
this year. 
 
Firstly, we have developed a clear oracy strategy designed to improve our students’ confidence 
in speaking and communicating.  We know that any one of our students could achieve Grade 9s 
in every subject but still not be employable because they don’t have good communication and 
team-working skills.  The workplaces of tomorrow will be based as much on face-to-face 
discussions and Zoom calls as they will on writing and emailing, so our students need to be 
prepared for this.  We will be expecting all students to give detailed answers orally in lessons and 
use the correct register at all times around school.  In addition, all of our Identity, Culture and 
Ethics lessons will now be discussion based, with the students not completing any written 
work.  Our aim is to develop confident, articulate and considerate speakers and listeners, as this 
is critical to success in life. 
 
We are also developing reading skills and vocabulary through our Collective Reading 
initiative.  Every single member of staff is involved in this at 2.30pm every Monday-Thursday, 
with our cleaners, site staff, admin team and every teacher and leader joining the students to 
read.  It’s a fabulous collective experience and I’m loving spending time with a Year 9 class 
reading a gripping book called ‘One of Us is Lying’. 
 
As far as IT is concerned, we now have 200 families who have leased a Chromebook and are 
able to work on this in and out of school.  We have a huge investment of IT coming to the school 
this autumn, with new computers for all of our IT suites, as well as an additional five Chromebook 
trolleys that can be booked for lessons.  We want all of our students to be confident in using IT 
and the MFL department will soon be moving to teaching every lesson using Chromebooks only, 
with no exercise books or text books being used at all in Year 7 and 8.  We will be monitoring this 
pilot closely and, if it goes well, this could be rolled out to other departments from next 
September. 
 
It’s therefore really important that parents and carers are kept up-to-date with their child’s online 
and remote learning.  Every student in every year group has a Google Classroom set up for 
every subject they are in and this is where staff will be setting work.  Parents receive a weekly 
update on the work set and 97% of our parents are signed up to this update.  If you’re not one of 
them, please get in touch to sign up via admin.baysgarth@baysgarthschool.co.uk.  
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Supporting our Students’ Wellbeing 
 
As part of our commitment to supporting students mental wellbeing, we have recently established 
an emotional wellbeing programme where students will be referred for 1:1 work focusing on 
providing them with the tools to be able to manage their emotions and mental health 
independently.  
 
In addition, in partnership with the School Nursing team, we have provided details of two e-
clinics, CAMHS and 11-19.  These are free instant messaging services which enable young 
people aged 11-19 years, to self-refer and talk to a School Nurse or CAMHS Practitioner via their 
mobile device.  Young people can contact them about any issue they may be experiencing, such 
as low mood, worry, anxiety, stress, depression, body image and eating, self-esteem, 
confidence, self-harm, anger, bullying, gender identity, trauma, bereavement and sexual health. 
 
Young people can download the app on android or IOS devices, register their details and book 
an appointment via the app.  The appointment is held via a text message-based service.  It is 
available to anyone in the secondary school age group, not just those who are already in contact 
with CAMHS. 
  

• Download the eClinic CAMHS app on Apple Store here and from Google Play here.  

• Download the eClinic 11-19 app on Apple Store here and from Google Play here.    
  
Watch a video that explains the e-clinics and how they can support your child here.  
 
And Finally … 
 

I would like to say a massive thank you to all the 
members of our community who supported me with 
their good wishes and donations.  I completed the 
Great North Run on Sunday; being especially proud 
of running from start to finish without stopping, which 
was my aim.  Okay, it wasn’t exactly fast, two hours 
and 22 minutes, but I did it and as a result of your 
generosity over £1,500 has been raised for Cancer 
Research UK. 
 
A final reminder that it is School Photographs Day on 
Monday, so please make sure your child is looking 
immaculate in their uniform, ready for this special 
day, which brings as much joy to parents as it does 
embarrassment to the students! 
 
Take care and have a lovely weekend! 
 
Yours faithfully  
 
 
 
Mr R Briggs 
Head Teacher  
  

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/doncaster-camhs-eclinic/id1239311898
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.cahms.eclinics.app&hl=en_GB
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/eclinic-11-19/id1035348606
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.rdash.eclinics.app&hl=en_GB&gl=US
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W3vXKN1PUTk&ab_channel=rdashcommunications

