
 

 
 
 
 
 
Our Ref: SLT/FSC-3101WSL 
 
Monday 31st January 2022 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Back on Top 
 
A couple of weeks ago, the Prime Minister announced that the nation must learn to live with 
Covid-19 and the concurrent announcement about the end of facemasks in schools came as a 
huge relief to us here at Baysgarth.  It gives us a sense that the disruption to our children’s 
education is at an end and we can look forward to a more normal learning environment from now 
on.  We’ve had false dawns before, but the level of vaccinations and boosters combined with the 
declining impact of Covid-19 as it mutates, mean that we have a sense that we can get back to 
our pre-pandemic lifestyles. 
 
For us in school this means getting ‘Back on Top’.  Over the past few days, we have held 
assemblies with every student in each year group about what being ‘Back on Top’ means for 
us.  Baysgarth is the premier school in the local area with the best facilities, the best teachers 
and the best exam results and we need to get back to the standards and the culture that put us 
on top in the first place.  During the pandemic we have slackened some of our rules deliberately - 
we know how hard life has been for our students and how many more rules and instructions they 
have had to follow in society, and how depressing and frustrating this can be, so we have not 
always enforced our standards in school so our students understand school is a safe and 
positive space. 
 
Now that we face a more positive outlook as a society, we are at the right time to reinforce the 
rigorous attitude to standards and expectations that has made Baysgarth such a strong and 
successful community.  This may result in a short-term increase in sanctions and suspensions 
whilst students readjust, and here you can help by talking with your child about the importance of 
behaving well and adhering to our values of Respect, Responsibility and Resilience.  Some of 
the key rules that you can reinforce with your child(ren) are: 

• Coming to school fully equipped with a school bag and pencil case 

• Arriving on time before the gates are locked at 8.25am 

• Reminding them that hoodies are banned at school and anyone wearing one at any time 
will have it confiscated 

• Reminding them of the jewellery policy and the need for plain nails, natural hair colours 
and discreet make-up 

• Reminding students who wear the optional jumper underneath their blazer that this 
jumper must be a grey V-necked jumper and anything else will be confiscated 

• Reminding students that earphones/AirPods are banned in school and if seen, these and 
the mobile phone will be confiscated, only to be collected by a parent or carer 

• Reminding them that being in an out of bounds area will lead to a straight detention 
For the vast majority of students, these are rules that they abide by every day, and the tiny 
minority who are slow to get ‘Back on Top’ will find our rules rigorously enforced from now on. 
 
Covid-19 Vaccinations 
 
Following a successful first round of vaccinations back in October, the second round will take 
place in school this week.  Once again, we are expecting the vast majority of our students aged 
12 to 15 to take advantage of this opportunity.  If they aren’t able to have the jab in school for any 



 

reason, you can book an appointment in your local community – click here to find your nearest 
vaccination site.  To find more information about the 12-15 year old vaccination programme, visit 
the Education Hub blog. 
 
Student Success 
 
We would like to mention a big congratulations to Year 9 student, Connie Bell, who has spent the 
weekend in Naples, Italy competing in an international Ballroom and Latin Dancing competition.  
Connie and her partner are amongst the top competitors in this field of dance nationally and we 
eagerly await an update about how she did.  
 
Well done to Harry Shipstone who continues to excel for Grimsby Town Football Club U17s and 
will be playing for them against Sheffield Wednesday this week.  Good luck for the match! 
 
Congratulations to Matthew Watson who has gone above and beyond in his attempts to raise 
money for our 2023 Outlook Expedition to Thailand.  Matthew has been writing to various 
businesses asking for raffle prize donations, and has been more successful than he had ever 
imagined.  Companies have donated some small prizes, but he has also managed to get a 
voucher for a boat trip, a voucher for a stay in a caravan holiday park, some Liverpool FC signed 
merchandise and one company has even sponsored him £1,000!  With these great prizes, watch 
out for his raffle tickets being sold in school and the local community. 
 
Finally, congratulations to Amelie Atkin who continues to excel in the swimming pool.  After 
qualifying for the North East Regional Championships last year, Amelie has again qualified for an 
inter-county competition which takes place over three weekends in February in the International 
pools in Leeds and Sheffield.  Good luck Amelie! 
  
School Sporting Success 
  
Our Year 8 girls participated in the first ‘Get Glowing’ Golf event to be held in the country two 
weeks ago.  This was held at Baysgarth in partnership with Elsham Golf Club and the Golf 
Foundation, and you can see pictures from the event below.  Our students were buzzing after 
this event and are now able to participate in weekly sessions of Get Glowing Golf, every 
Thursday after school, which is open to students in Year 7, 8 & 9. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/find-a-walk-in-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination-site/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/01/24/did-you-know-the-covid-19-vaccine-is-available-to-anyone-aged-12-15/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


 

The PE team is also very proud that five of our cross-country teams, 45 students, have been 
chosen to represent North Lincolnshire in the Humber Cross Country Championships this 
week.  This is easily the biggest team we’ve ever taken to the regional event and we wish them 
good luck tomorrow! 
  
Inspire Time 
  
Spring term Inspire sessions began again last week and our plans to grow and extend what we 
offer are well underway.  Firstly, we’re really proud to have been chosen as a new Duke of 
Edinburgh centre and are looking forward to opening this up to a cohort of Year 9 students for an 
Inspire session beginning in the summer term.  More information will be released over the 
coming weeks, so keep an eye out.  We’ve managed to secure several thousands of pounds 
worth of funding to support this new venture so will be able to offer subsidised places for 
students.  It’s bound to be very popular so don’t hesitate to sign up when the details are 
released. 
  
We’re also very grateful to BG Solicitors for their support with Inspire Time.  Emma Harrison has 
confirmed that the company would like to donate just over £6,000 to ensure Inspire Time 
activities have the funding they need to be successful and to ensure that we continue to raise 
aspirations with our community so that Baysgarth is quickly ‘Back on Top’.  We’re very grateful to 
them for their support and will make sure that all this money goes on supporting our students, 
making sure they aim high and develop the skills they need to be successful in life. 
  
Year 8 Options 
  
We are very proud of the mature way that our Year 8 students have approached the Options 
process this year.  There was a real buzz around the school during the Options Fair and the 
students have told us how much they enjoyed the taster sessions that took place last 
Wednesday.  All the Options information has been communicated to students and parents now 
and following tonight’s Parents’ Evening, we expect all students to be in a position to make their 
Option choices.  A reminder that Year 8 parents can visit the dedicated website for more 
information.  Once students have chosen their Option subjects, they can submit their choices 
here before the deadline of Sunday 27th February.  You can find guidance around this here.  
  
Exam Preparation 
  
We’ve now delivered over 2,200 hours of tutoring after school for our Year 10 students in their 
Option subjects.  This is part of the commitment of our staff to ensuring that our students are 
‘Back on Top’ when it comes to their exams.  The attitude and effort of our Year 10 students 
have been exemplary and we know this investment will pay off next year when they come to their 
GSCEs.  Having had so much of their learning interrupted over the last three years, it’s wonderful 
to see how much they want to be successful and are working hard to achieve their goals. 
  
Year 11 students are working equally hard and preparing for their next round of PPE (mock) 
exams which take place immediately after half term.  Advance information of the focus of exams 
in most GCSE and all AS and A level subjects with exams will be published by exam boards (on 
their public websites) on Monday 7th February to support students in their revision.  Advance 
information will confirm some of the aspects of the specification that will be assessed in the 
exams, relating to content, texts, topics, themes and/or skills as appropriate for each 
specification.  Parents of Year 11 students can now view the provisional Summer 2022 exam 
timetable via EduLink One; a notification has been sent around this.  This is only released via 
EduLink One, so parents need to log on to access this.  If you have any issues or questions 
around this, please get in touch. 
 
 
 
  

https://baysgarthschool.co.uk/parents/options-1
https://sts.sims.co.uk/login?signin=39b1890c2e3a5de937844f80425614a6
https://baysgarthschool.co.uk/uploads/images/Choosing-your-options-online-guide-for-students.docx.pdf


 

EduLink One 
  
EduLink One has now become our primary way of communicating with parents.  Even tonight’s 
Year 8 Parents’ Evening is taking place using EduLink One.  Parents have been full of praise for 
the app and for the extra information about their child that it provides. 
  
We've just released a new feature for parents, which means they can now see food purchases, 
top-up information and balances for their child(ren) on EduLink One.  Parents just have to log on 
and click the 'Catering' button.  87% of our students have now got at least one parent signed up 
to EduLink One.  As this is now our primary method of communication, it is imperative all parents 
sign up and regularly access the app.  If there are any parents who don't yet have their login 
details, they can contact the main reception. 
  
Stop Abuse Together: the launch of the new Government resource to help keep children 
safe from sexual abuse  
 
It is estimated that one in ten children in England and Wales will experience sexual abuse before 
they turn sixteen.  That’s equivalent to three in every classroom. 
 
Most children won’t tell anyone at the time of their abuse.  That’s why it’s important for everyone 
to know how to spot the potential signs of child sexual abuse and where to go for support if 
concerned.  
 
The Government’s new Stop Abuse Together website is to help teachers and parents learn to 
spot the signs and know when to reach out for more support.  If you have any concerns at all 
about a child’s safety or wellbeing, you can call the NSPCC helpline on 0808 800 5000. 
 
Uniform Consultation 
  
I wrote to all of our parents and prospective parents last week with details of the uniform 
consultation.  We’d love as many people as possible to complete this short survey so that we can 
plan our approach to our school uniform next year in the light of the new legislation that was 
published before Christmas.  You can find the letter and survey details here. 
  
Parent Governor Recruitment 
  
A reminder that we are looking for a new Parent Governor here at Baysgarth.  The information 
about the nomination and voting process was sent out last week and we encourage you to apply 
and be part of our push to become an Outstanding school at the next Ofsted inspection.  You can 
find all the details on our website. 
  
Food Bank Challenge 
  
2022 has already been labelled the ‘Year of the Squeeze’ and many members of our community 
are becoming increasingly concerned about rising prices, fuel bills and planned government tax 
and national insurance rises.  Sadly, food banks are needed more than ever before, which is why 
Baysgarth has launched a Food Bank Challenge.  Food Bank donations often dip in January and 
February, so we have pledged to support our local food bank and families in our local 
community.  If you can spare any goods, particularly long-life products, please send them into 
school with your child or drop them at the main reception.  In particular we are looking for 
products such as: 
 

• Rice pudding / tinned fruit 

• Custard 

• Tinned sardines 

• Long life milk 

• Fruit juice 

https://stopabusetogether.campaign.gov.uk/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://baysgarthschool.co.uk/uploads/files/Uniform-Consultation-2022.pdf
https://baysgarthschool.co.uk/the-school/governance


 

• Packs of rice (preferably the microwavable) 

• Tinned tomatoes / peas / carrots / potatoes or any other vegetables 

• Tea bags / coffee 

• Sanitary products 
  
Chinese New Year 
  
We are celebrating Chinese New Year with a bake sale tomorrow.  Cupcakes and other tuck 
shop items will be on sale outside Student Support at breaktime.  This is to raise money for the 
Outlook Expedition trip to Thailand, so please send in your child with some change tomorrow to 
support this worthy cause.   
  
And Finally … 
  
We are loving our Collective Reading sessions at the moment and those of us who have read the 
book ‘One of Us is Lying’ will be pleased to know that the TV adaptation is coming to Netflix on 
18th February.  Good to know Baysgarth is still at the forefront of popular culture! 
 
Should you have any questions or queries, please do not hesitate to get in touch.  
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Mr R Briggs 
Head Teacher 
  


