
 

 
 
 
 
 
Our Ref: SLT/FSC-2801WSL 
 
Friday 28th January 2022 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 

Baysgarth School Uniform Consultation 
 
You will probably be aware that the government passed legislation just before Christmas in 
relation to school uniforms.  Every school is now required by law to review it’s uniform policy, 
consult with parents, and find a way forward that minimises the cost burden on families.  You can 
read the information that has been provided by the government to schools and parents on this 
topic via 'Cost of School Uniforms' and 'School Uniforms'.  
 
The government’s position 
 
The government are clear that there are strong benefits to a school uniform but that it should be 
reasonable in cost: 
 

‘We strongly encourage schools to have a uniform as it can play a key role in: 

• promoting the ethos of a school 

• providing a sense of belonging and identity 

• setting an appropriate tone for education 
By creating a common identity amongst all pupils, regardless of background, a school 
uniform can act as a social leveller. It can reduce bullying and peer pressure to wear the 
latest fashions or other expensive clothes. If, however, the uniform is too expensive it can 
place an unreasonable burden on families. Furthermore, if a distinction can be made 
between those who can afford it and those who cannot, this can reduce the benefits of a 
uniform and has the potential to negatively impact attendance, access and participation, and 
lead to bullying. 
Parents should not have to think about the cost of a school uniform when choosing which 
school(s) to apply for. No school uniform should be so expensive as to leave pupils or their 
families feeling unable to apply to, or attend, a school of their choice. Therefore, schools 
need to ensure that their uniforms are affordable.’ [Cost of school uniforms - gov.uk] 

 
The legislation goes on to set out what schools need to do before September 2022: 
 

• In considering cost, schools will need to think about the total cost of school uniforms, 
taking into account all items of uniform or clothing parents will need to provide while 
their child is at the school. 

• Schools should keep the use of branded items to a minimum. 

• A school’s uniform policy should be published on the school’s website, be available 
for all parents, including parents of prospective pupils, and be easily understood. 

• Schools should ensure that their uniform supplier arrangements give the highest 
priority to cost and value for money (including the quality and durability of the 
garment). 

• Schools should ensure that second-hand uniforms are available for parents to 
acquire. Information on second-hand uniforms should be clear for parents of current 
and prospective pupils and published on the school’s website. 

• Schools should engage with parents and pupils when they are developing their 
school uniform policy.  [Cost of school uniforms - gov.uk] 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cost-of-school-uniforms/cost-of-school-uniforms
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-uniform/school-uniforms


 

The Baysgarth School position 
 
At Baysgarth, we are very proud of our school uniform.  Our students look incredibly smart, the 
uniform feels more like a business suit, it is well-made and durable, and even won a Civic Award 
from Barton Town Council for the impact it has had on raising the profile and ambition of the 
whole community.  We agree with the government that school uniforms are really important for 
social cohesion, promoting identity, reducing bullying and peer pressure.  We have always kept 
the number of branded items to a minimum, never going down the route of branded school coats 
or bags etc. 
 
We have a long and proud tradition of supporting our families to ensure every family in our 
community can afford a Baysgarth uniform.  For our disadvantaged families, we subsidise the 
cost of the uniform by £50, and the Local Authority also subsidises the cost of uniform by £30, so 
that all families eligible for free school meals receive £80 upon starting at Baysgarth to pay for 
uniform.  We also encourage families to donate uniform that is no longer needed, and once this 
has been washed we operate a swap shop and uniform loan system.  In addition, we benefit from 
funding from the Bluecoat charity to further support local families who struggle with uniform 
costs.  As a result of these measures all of our students are able to be fully equipped in terms of 
uniform. 
 
Therefore, we do want to find a way of keeping our branded grey suit.  However, the legislation 
requires us to look at reducing other branded items and for us the only other branded items are 
our PE kits that students wear for PE and Dance lessons. 
 
The government has this to say on PE kit: 
 

‘Schools should avoid being overly specific in their kit requirements for different sports 
and keep the number of items, particularly the number of branded items, to a minimum. 
For instance, it may be appropriate to have both shorts and tracksuit bottoms but 
specifying different shorts for football and hockey would be unnecessary.’  [Cost of 
school uniforms - gov.uk] 

 
Our proposals below set out different options on PE kit.  Our concern is that if we remove all 
branded items from our PE kit, it could actually result in the opposite of what the government 
intends.  If students are allowed to wear what they want for PE, it will allow some students to 
come in designer and sports brand logo’d gear, thus making it obvious who can’t afford this and 
actually increasing bullying and peer pressure.  We would prefer to keep the status quo, or at 
least maintain a minimum standard of a Baysgarth PE top.  However, we also want to follow the 
new legislation, so we want to consult with you and obtain an understanding of the views of our 
community.  We are putting forward several proposals which we would like your views on. 
 
Uniform Proposals 
 
Proposal One 
 
We keep our uniform as it is as present.  We continue to subsidise this uniform for our most 
vulnerable families.  We continue to use Bluecoat funding to further support families who struggle 
with uniform costs and we continue to use and grow our second-hand uniform and swap shops to 
support our vulnerable families.  We guarantee to support any family in our community who is 
struggling to provide full uniform for their child(ren). 
 
Proposal Two 
 
We keep our branded uniform suit and subsidise this for our families as described above.  We 
remove all other branded uniform requirements, so there is no PE uniform at all.  Families will be 
free to shop where they like to provide all PE kit, with the rules being explicit that all PE kit must 
be black and not display any identifying logos from any sports brands. 



 

 
Proposal Three 
 
The suit remains compulsory.  A Baysgarth PE top is compulsory but parents are free to source 
shorts, socks, leggings etc from any shop.  Parents can choose whether to purchase the 
Baysgarth branded PE kit or to buy plain black PE kit with no identifying logos from any sports 
brands. 
 
Proposal Four 
 
We keep all of our uniform options open as now.  The suit remains compulsory.  All PE uniform 
items remain available to purchase from the Baysgarth uniform shop but none are 
compulsory.  Parents can choose whether to purchase the Baysgarth branded PE kit or to buy 
plain black PE kit with no identifying logos from any sports brands. 
 
We look forward to hearing your thoughts and views.  To share your comments, click here to 
complete a brief online survey, where you will be able to have your say on our proposals and 
make any suggestions of your own.  The survey can take as little as two minutes to complete and 
we ask that all responses are shared by 6pm on Monday 7th February.  Once we have your 
views, we will write our new Uniform Policy and publish it on our website.  In the meantime, you 
can read our current policy here.  
 
Thank you in advance for your support with this matter.  
 
Yours faithfully  
 
 
 
Richard Briggs 
Head Teacher   

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScm5CDJP-PLbQNc6-s7aetL_a5p--8alxdXRNWlhefvJ-6NaA/viewform
https://baysgarthschool.co.uk/parents/uniform

